
 

 

 

Fostering Sub-Regional Cooperation 

on Migration in Central Asia 
28 January 2021  

Concept Note 
 

IOM regional office in Vienna provides support to 20 Member States in the South Eastern and Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia (SEEECA) region. The migration objectives of these states are closely aligned with the 
objectives and commitments to advance the Global Compact for Migration (GCM), the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), are aligned in IOM’s Regional Strategic Vision. 
 
Moreover, IOM’s International Partnerships Division recently conducted a survey of Inter-State Consultation 
Mechanisms (ISCMs) on their engagement with wider international frameworks in preparation for the GCM 
Regional Review in the UNECE region. The report highlighted that states requested capacity building to ensure 
that the GCM feeds into the established mechanisms and vice versa; advice on policies and effective practices; 
guidance on data-gathering, experience-sharing, coordination and capacity-building; and increasing countries 
participation in the state-led process of implementation, follow-up and review of the GCM and the SDGs. 
 
As the Coordinator of the UN Network on Migration, IOM is committed to supporting Member States achieve 
these objectives and recognises the importance of operating at the national, sub-regional and regional levels. 
Accordingly, IOM is inviting the governments of Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russian 
Federation, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan as well as other GCM stakeholders to a 
Symposium on Fostering Sub-Regional Cooperation on Migration. The aim is to initiate sub-regional 
cooperation that will support Member States in the preparation for regional and global forums including, inter-
alia, the Global Review of the GCM in 2022 and the Regional Forum for Sustainable Development in the ECE 
Region in 2021, whilst implementing policies and programmes to contribute to comprehensive and integrated 
approaches to facilitate safe, orderly, and regular migration.  
 
Throughout the event, IOM will introduce initiatives that are designed to support member states implement 
the GCM and the SDGs, as well as to engage in high-level political forums for the review and follow-up 
processes of these frameworks in order to better address gaps in implementation, identify support needs, and 
explore opportunities for collaboration. There will be representation from the secretariat of the UN Network 
on Migration (UNNM), the regional UNNM, and national UNNMs as well as non-governmental stakeholders, 
representing the whole-of-society approach. 
 

• This will include presentations on the World Migration Report which was recently published in 
Russian; the Migration Multi-Partner Trust Fund (M-MPTF) which has been launched support 
innovative programmes that support states’ migration priorities; and the Migration Champion 
Countries Initiative which was launched to foster the global exchange of good practices and lessons 
learned in migration policy and programming between member states. 

• In Roundtable One, IOM will be keen to hear member states’ and other stakeholders’ experiences of 
implementing the GCM at the sub-regional and national levels. Member states and stakeholders are 
requested to contribute examples of practices, lessons learnt and opportunities ahead. These will be 
aligned to specific GCM and SDG objectives and may derive from voluntary reports submitted during 
the Regional Review of the GCM in the ECE Region.  

• In Roundtable Two, IOM member states and stakeholders will engage in a moderated discussion to 
consider the tools available to them and begin establishing shared objectives that can form the basis 
of a regional initiative to be worked on together in 2021.  

 
 

https://migrationnetwork.un.org/
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-russian
https://www.iom.int/news/united-nations-launches-multi-partner-trust-fund-office-support-cooperation-safe-orderly-and
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/champion-countries-initiative
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/champion-countries-initiative
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/country-regional-network/europe-north-america


 

 

 

Fostering Sub-Regional Cooperation 

on Migration in Central Asia 
Thursday, 28 January 2021 – 08:30 - 12:00 CET 

Agenda 

08:00 – 08:30   Familiarisation session on the virtual web-conferencing platform 
Session 1:   08:30 – 10:00 CET (100 mins) 
08:30 – 08:50  
(20 mins) 
 

Opening remarks 
Moderated by IOM Regional Office  
▪ Ms. Renate Held, Regional Director, IOM 
▪ Mr. Jonathan Prentice, Head of the UN Network on Migration Secretariat (UNMN) 
▪ H.E. Erkin Mukhitdinov, First Deputy Minister of Employment and Labour Relations 

of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
 

08:50– 09:10 
(20 mins) 

Presentation: IOM’s World Migration Report 2020 – Russian language version  
▪ Dr. Marie McAuliffe, Head of the Migration Research Division, IOM 

- IOM´s World Migration Report 2020 
- Q&A 

 

09:10 – 10:10  
(60 mins)  

ROUNDTABLE ONE 
Moderated by Ms. Katja Schaefer, Interregional Advisor, United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme 

- Moderated interactive discussion led by Member States and stakeholders on 
lessons learnt from the implementation of the GCM, and from the first GCM 
Regional Review 

- Identifying needs and opportunities 
  

Break: 10:10 – 10:20 (10 mins) 
Session 2:   10:20 – 12:00 CET (100 mins) 
10:20 – 10:40 
(20mins) 

Presentation: The Migration Multi-Partner Trust Fund (M-MPTF)  
▪ Ms. Reiko Matsuyama, Monitoring and Reporting Officer, M-MPTF 

- Interlinkages with SDGs and other frameworks  
- Q&A 
 

10:40– 11:25 
(45mins) 

ROUNDTABLE TWO 
Moderated by IOM Regional Office 

- Moderated interactive discussion led by Member States and stakeholders to 
identify migration priorities for the region  

- Towards establishing sub-regional approaches and initiatives for implementation, 
follow-up, and review of the GCM 

 

11:25 – 11:45 
(20 mins) 

Presentation: The Migration Champion Countries Initiative 
▪ Mr. Abdelkader Abidine, Chief of the Human Rights and humanitarian Affairs' 

Division, Direction of Global Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of 
Morocco  
- Experiences from the Kingdom of Morocco as a Champion Country  

 

11:45– 12:00  
(15 mins) 

Way forward and closing remarks 
▪ Mr. Savaş Ünlü, Director General of Migration Management, Ministry of Interior of 

the Republic of Turkey 
▪ Representative of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) (TBC) 
▪ Mr. Zeynal Hajiev, Sub-Regional Coordinator for Central Asia, IOM 

 


