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BACKGROUND 

On 13th of  Ju ly  2018,  at  the Un ited Nat ion’s  Headquarters  in  New York,  Members  States  
agreed on the f inal  draft  of  the Uni ted Nat ions’  f i rs t  ever  Globa l  Compact  for  Safe,  Orderly ,  
and Regular  Migrat ion  (GCM).  Recal l ing the New York Dec larat ion,  the  GCM was adopted on  
10 and 11  December 2018 in  Marrakesh,  Morocco by  152 states ,  includ ing  Armenia .  The 
Compact  covers  a l l  d imensions  o f  internat iona l  migrat ion  in  a  hol is t i c  and  comprehensive  
manner and pres ents  a  non - lega l ly  b ind ing,  cooperat ive  f ramework  that  bu i lds  on the 
pr incip les ,  commitments  and unders tand ings  agreed upon by Member States  regard ing  
internat ional  migrat ion in  a l l  i ts  d imens ions.  

To th is  end ,  the Un ited  Nat ions  estab l ished a  Network on Migrat ion (UNMN) at  the  g loba l  
level  to  ensure  effect ive,  t imely  and coordinated  system -wide support  to  Member  States .  In  
carry ing out  i ts  mandate,  the  Network pr ior it izes  the r ights  and wel l -being of  migrants  and  
their  co mmunit ies  o f  dest inat ion,  or ig in ,  and t rans it .  In  a l l  i ts  act ions  the Network a ims to  
respect  the pr inc ip les  o f  the GCM and be gu ided,  inter  a l ia ,  by  the Uni ted Nat ions  Charter,  
internat ional  law and the Agenda  2030 for  susta inable development.   

The Govern ment o f  Armenia greeted  the establ ishment of  the UNMN at  g lobal  level  and  
expressed expectat ions  on i ts  ef fect ive and coherent  support  a lso at  nat ional  level ,  which wi l l  
support  to  better  migrat ion  governance and fu l f i lment  o f  internat ional  commitments  on  
migrat ion management.  The UN Res ident  Coord inator  a lso  express ed commitment to  engage 
the UNCT agencies  to  act ive ly  support  the Government o f  Armenia  in  implement ing  the 
object ives  of  GCM and in  report ing on the outcomes,  in  c lose correlat ion with  the Sust ainabl e  
Development Goals  (SDGs).  IOM’s  role in  support ing the Network,  and as  the Network  
Coordinator,  was  acknowledged and reconf irmed in  Armenia ,  by  br inging together a l l  the UN 
res ident  agencies ,  but  a lso s erv ing as  a  p latform for  engaging  CSOs and oth er  ent it ies  to  
ensure a  360 -degree and whole -of -soc iety  approach to migrat ion governance and in  the 
implementat ion of  the GCM.  

The Repub l ic  o f  Armenia is  a  country  o f  both  or ig in  and  des t inat ion for  migrants .  Accord ing  
to  UN DESA the number Armenian nat ion als  res id ing  outs ide  Armenia  is  899,649.  The Russ ian 
Federat ion,  the Euras ian Economic Union,  the Commonwealth  o f  Independent  States ,  and the 
European  Economic Area cont inue to be the main dest inat ions  for  Armenians.  Bui ld ing on the 
economic and socia l  t ie s ,  the government o f  Armenia is  keen on strengthen ing ex ist ing t ies  
wi th  countr ies  and  regions  a lso becaus e internat ional  remit tance inf lows f rom the same to  
Armenia ,  amount to  $1,528 b i l l ion USD or  which const itutes  11,4 % of  Armenia’s  GDP (WB 
report  2019 ).   In  recent  years  Armenia has  become increas ingly  at tract ive  for  migrants ,  
mak ing i t  a  country  o f  dest inat ion for  many migrants .  The es t imated  number of  internat iona l  
migrants  in  the country  according to  UN DESA 2019 is  190,200 or  6 ,4 % of  the nat ional  
populat ion .  

  



 
 

MISSION STATEMENT  

The United Nat ions  Country  Team (UNCT) in  the Repub l ic  o f  Armenia estab l ished a  Un ited  
Nat ions  Migrat ion Network in  2020 to fac i l i tate ef fect ive,  t imely  and coordinated Un ited  
Nat ions  (UN) system-wide act ions  support ing and contr ibut ing to  migrat ion manage ment and 
overal l  governance in  the Repub l ic  of  Armenia .  I t  is  understood and recognized  that  the 
efforts  o f  the UNMN are in  l ine with  the 2017 -2021 St rategy for  Migrat ion Pol icy  o f  the  
Republ ic  of  Armenia,  2020 -2050 Armenia Transformat ion Strategy,  Nat iona l  Security  St rategy  
of  Armenia,  the 2019 -2023 Programme of the Government o f  Armenia ,  as  wel l  as  the new 
Concept  for  State  Regulat ion  of  Migrat ion  adopted  in  May  2021 ,  where a  common UN sys tem 
approach would add va lue.  As  the GCM is  rooted in  the SDGs,  the UNMN ’ s  ef forts  wi l l  a lso be 
in  l ine with  the same.  

The UN Migrat ion Network wi l l  foster  a  better  understand ing  o f  migrat ion dynamics ,  enhance 
informat ion exchanges  and coordinat ion with in  the UN system and with  the Government o f  
Armenia and other  stakeholder  a t  nat ional  level ,  as  wel l  as  strengthen nat ional  ownersh ip  
over  the GCM implementat ion and promote the protect ion of  the human r ights  of  migrants  in  
Armenia .  

The UN Migrat ion Network wi l l  work c los e ly  wi th  the Migrat ion Serv ice o f  Armenia and a l l  
other  rel evant  governmenta l  and non -governmenta l  ent i t ies ,  including but  not  l imited to  
internat ional  and fore ign organizat ions,  non -governmenta l  organ izat ions,  c iv i l  society  
organizat ions,  th ink  tanks ,  academia,  pr ivate s ector ,  donors  and other  ent it ies  deal ing  wi th  
migrat ion issues  in  Armenia to  promote migrat ion po l icy  and approaches,  support ing wel l -
being of  migrants  and s ociet ies  in  l ine  with  the GCM and migrat ion pr ior it ies ,  under l ined  by  
the Repub l ic  o f  Armenia .  

OBJECTIVES  

The object ives  o f  the  UN Network  on  Migrat ion are  drawn from the Execut ive  Committee 
dec is ion of  23 May  2018 and the Globa l  Compact  for  Safe ,  Orderly  and Regu lar  Migrat ion.   

To  implement  i ts  miss ion,  and  mirror ing both  the Global  and Reg ional  Networks ,  the  UN 
Network on Migrat ion in  Armenia commits  to  carry  out  the fo l lowing dut ies :   

1 .  Ensure  effect ive,  t imely ,  coordinated UN system -wide support  to  the Repub l ic  of  
Armenia  in  implementat ion,  fo l low -up  and  rev iew of  the  GCM for  the r ights  and  wel l -be ing of  
a l l  migrants  and their  communit ies  of  dest inat ion,  or ig in ,  and t rans i t .  

2 .  Support  and fac i l i ta te access  to  col lect ion,  ana lys is  and d iss eminat ion and exchange 
of  rel iab le  data,  in formation,  s tat ist ics ,  tools ,  innovat ive  res earch,  good  pract ices ,  and  po l icy  
guidance on migrat ion is sues,  including through the capaci ty -bui ld ing mechan isms establ ished  
in  the GCM (e.g.  Migrat ion Mult i -partner  Trus t  Fund (MPTF)/Start -up Fund; Global  Knowledge 
Plat form and  Connect ion Hub) .  

3.  Promote the appl icat ion of  re levant  in ternat ional  and nat iona l  norms and standards  
re lated to migrat ion and the protect ion of  the  human r ights  of  migrants  and advocate for  
greater  transparency and accountabi l i ty  in  migrat ion  pol icy  and related  act iv it ies .  



 
4.  Share regu lar  updates  on key,  emerg ing migrat ion issues,  res earch and act iv it ies  with  
the Network members ,  inc luding in format ion ,  data,  s tat ist ics ,  documents ,  s tudies  and  
pract ica l  in format ion  in  order  to  foster  a  hol is t ic  understanding  o f  the evo lv ing migrat ion  
dynamics  in  Armenia,  includ i ng  age and  gender  cons iderat ions,  and the l inkages  with  regiona l  
dynamics  and trends.  

5.  Provide leadership  to  mobi l ize coordinated and  co l laborat ive act ion  on  migrat ion  by 
the UNCT,  includ ing by  speak ing with  one voice as  appropriate,  in  accordance with  t he 
mandates  and techn ical  expert is e o f  relevant  UN system ent it ies .  

6.  Promote and ensure effect ive,  t imely  and  coord inated UNCT s upport  to  the 
Government o f  Armenia  in  implementat ion of  the Migrat ion  strategy,  in  l ine with  the GCM, 
wherever  such act ion wo uld add va lue.  

7.  Act  as  the main  inter locuter  with  development partners  and  donor  community  in  
Armenia  on migrat ion issues.  

8.  Support  the Government of  Armenia at  the request  o f  the lat ter  in  i ts  part ic ipat ion to 
global  in it iat ives  relevant  to  migrat ion ,  inc luding but  not  l imited  to  Global  Forum on  Migrat ion  
and Development (GFMD),  the reg ional  and g lobal  rev iew processes  on the GCM, Reg iona l  
Consu ltat ive Process es ,  and other  such  reg iona l  and/or g lobal  fora.  

9.  Promote cooperat ion and exchanges  between U NMN members  and  external  part ies ,  
pr imari ly  the Migrat ion Serv ice and with  other  governmenta l  bod ies  and stakeholders ,  
inc luding but  not  l imited with  migrants ,  c iv i l  society ,  d iaspora  organ izat ions,  local  author it ies  
and communit ies ,  the pr ivate  sector,  em ployers ’  and  workers ’  organizat ions,  t rade unions,  
parl iamentar ians ,  nat ional  human r ights  inst itut ions,  academia,  med ia and other  re levant  
stakeholders ,  a iming  to  address  migrat ion -related  issues,  act ively  s eeking out  synerg ies  and 
avoid ing dupl icat ion.  

10 .  Ident i fy  areas  where ef fect ive cons iderat ion of  migrat ion issues  can accelerate SDG 
achievement and h igh l ight  th is  in  the development of  UN Joint  Work -p lans.  

11 .  Provide support  to  the capac ity  bu i ld ing mechan ism,  as  out l ined in  the GCM.  

COMPOSITION AND MEMBERSHIP  

•  Co-chai rs :  The United Nat ions  Res ident  Coordinator  (UNRC) in  Armenia and the Head 
of  Off ice of  IOM Miss ion in  Armenia.  

•  Coordinator  and Secretar iat :  The IOM Miss ion in  Armenia  ( in  l ine  with  the des ignat ion 
of  IOM by the UN Secretary  Genera l  as  Coordinator  o f  the  g loba l  UN Network on  Migrat ion).  

•  Members:  UN Res ident  Coordinator  Off ice  (RCO),  IOM,  UNDP,  UNHCR,  UNICEF,  UNFPA,  
UNIDO,  UNAIDS,  OHCHR,  ILO,  FAO,  WFP,  WHO, and UNOCHA. Other  interested UN Agencies  
may be inv ited to  be member of  the U NMN.  

•  Part ic ipat ion Level :  Heads  of  Agenc ies ,  or  h is/her  des ignate.   



 
•  Meet ing Frequency:  The UN Migrat ion  Network wi l l  meet  on  a  b i -annual  bas is ,  or  upon  

request  by  i ts  members ,  whenever  poss ib le in  conjunct ion with  the UN Country  Team 
meetings .  

ROLE AND O RGANIZATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS  

The UN Migrat ion  Network wi l l  meet  on a  quarter ly  bas is ,  or  upon  request  by  i ts  members ,  as  
propos ed  by the partner  agenc ies  -  with in  the a l ready establ ished st ructure  o f  the RMTG 
meetings .   

The Network wi l l  be co -chai red by the UN Res ident  Coordinator  and IOM Armenia  Head of  
Off ice.   The co -cha irs  wi l l :     

-  Convene and chai r  meet ings  to  ensure the smooth funct ion ing  o f  the Network ;   

-  Fac i l i ta te  regu lar  in teract ion between the members  of  the Network ;   

-  Del iver  One Vo ice jo int  s tatement in  the name of  the  Network on speci f i c  issues ;   

-  Coordinate act iv it ies  wi th  the UN Migrat ion  Network Secretar iat  and Members ;   

-  Coordinate submiss ion of  Migrat ion MPTFs  and  advocate for  resource mobi l izat ion  on  
in it iat ives  that  support  the advancement  o f  the GCM object ives ,  a l l  the whi le  ensuring 
complementar i ty  with  other  nat iona l  and regional  frameworks .   

IOM, act ing as  Coord inat or  and Secretar iat ,  wi l l  convene the meet ings  and prov ide the 
meeting minutes .  IOM wil l  keep  the member l is t  updated and share i t  regular ly .   

Members  o f  the  Network wi l l  contr ibute to  des ign and implementat ion of  the Network ’s  
object ives  and workplan,  prov ide advice on st rateg ic  d i rect ion  and  s hare information  and  
knowledge about  their  migrat ion related work .  Members  wi l l  promote coherence of  migrat ion -
re lated act iv it ies  with in  the UN system.  

Decis ions  relevant  to  the work  o f  the Network wi l l  be made by  co ns ensus  based  on  
consul tat ions  with  a l l  Network Members ,  and ,  on a l l  issues  relevant  to  or  of  concern to the 
state ,  with  the Migrat ion Serv ice  and other  relevant  min istr ies .   

Work ing Groups  can be estab l ished on a  permanent or  ad -hoc bas is ,  to  focus  on speci f i c  
issues,  depend ing on the needs  and opportun it ies .  The compos it ion of  Work ing Groups  wi l l  
be drawn from Network members  and may inc lude externa l  partners ,  includ ing  the Migrat ion  
Serv ice and other  relevant  minis tr ies .   

There wi l l  be at  least  one Annual  Network Meet ing of  the f u l l  membersh ip  of  the Network to  
inc lude other  re levant  stakeholders ,  in  order  to  rev iew Network  progress ;  explore ways  to  
fur ther  enhance col laborat ion;  ident i fy  emerg ing chal lenges.  

 

 


