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31 January 2022
Excellency,

We represent the over two dozen Member States that have joined with conviction the UN Network
on Migration’s GCM Champion countries initiative. We are united in our belief that the Global
Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM) constitutes an indispensable tool of
international cooperation that can be used to effectively address the challenges of international
migration, while harnessing its benefits for all, including migrants.

The International Migration Review Forum (IMRF) is fast approaching. This first IMRF is an
opportunity to showcase the progress Member States have made towards implementing the Global
Compact and to identify critical challenges that lie ahead. The GCM Champions wish to extend to
you and your team our collective support in ensuring that this important event is a success.

First, the GCM Champions are prepared to engage constructively to forge an ambitious Progress
Declaration. We believe the Progress Declaration should go beyond a mere reaffirmation of the
Compact, and we are willing to test the idea of including some concrete commitments in specific
areas, in line with national priorities, to accelerate progress in attaining the GCM’s objectives. The
co-facilitators you will appoint for this task will have the full support of the Champions in their
work.

Second, we believe the IMRF should reflect all ten guiding principles of the GCM, including the
whole-of-government approach and the whole-of-society approach. We count on your Office to
ensure that the modalities of participation of all relevant stakeholders, including civil society
organizations and local and regional governments, are inclusive and transparent, and in accordance
with UN General Assembly Resolution 73/326 on the format and organizational aspects of the
International Migration Review Forums. We call upon your leadership to promote broad
participation at the Forum and stand ready to assist your Office in ensuring the meeting is attended
as widely as possible by supporting the whole-of-government approach and the whole-of-society
approach.

Third, we look forward to working with your team to help bring the Forum’s preparatory process
to fruition. In this regard, we welcome the recent secondment of a staff member from the UN
Network on Migration to your Office to facilitate the organization of the IMRF. We kindly request
your assistance in facilitating expert-level cooperation between your staff and our missions over
the coming months.

Excellency, the GCM Champion countries wish you and your team a healthy 2022, and look
forward to a productive Forum in May.

Please accept the assurances of our highest consideration.

Yours sincerely,
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Yashar Teymur oglu Aliyev
Ambassador,
Permanent Representative
Azerbaijan
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Bob Rae
Ambassador,

Permanent Representative
Canada
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Cristian Espinosa Canizares
Ambassador,
Permanent Representative
Ecuador

Harold Adlai Agyeman
Ambassador,
Permanent Representative
Ghana

Olivier Maes
Ambassador,
Permanent Representative
Luxembourg

Rabab Fatima
Ambassador,
Permanent Representative
Bangladesh

Guillermo Fernandez de Soto
Valderrama
Ambassador,

Permanent Representative
Colombia
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Osama Mahmoud
Abdelkhalek Mahmoud
Ambassador,
Permanent Representative

Egypt

Mary Elizabeth Flores
Ambassador,
Permanent Representative
Honduras
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Juan Ramédn de la Fuente
Ramirez
Ambassador,
Permanent Representative
Mexico

Sovann Ke
Ambassador,
Permanent Representative
Cambodia
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Rodrigo Alberto Carazo Zeledon
Ambassador,
Permanent Representative
Costa Rica

Egriselda Lopez
Ambassador,
Permanent Representative
El Salvador
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Mohammed Hussein
BahrAlUoom
Ambassador,

Permanent Representative
Iraq

Omar Hilale
Ambassador,

Permanent Representative
Morocco
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Amrit Bahadur Rai
Ambassador,
Permanent Representative
Nepal
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Francisco Duarte Lopes
Ambassador,
Permanent Representative
Portugal
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Tijjani Muhammad-Bande
Ambassador,
Permanent Representative
Nigeria
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Suriya Chindawongse
Ambassador,
Permanent Representative
Thailand
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Enrique Austria Manalo
Ambassador,

Permanent Representative
Philippines

H.E. Abdulla Shahid
President of the General Assembly during
the seventy-sixth session

Copy to:

H.E. Anténio Guterres

Secretary-General

United Nations

H.E. Antdnio Vitorino, Director General of the International Organization for Migration and
Coordinator, UN Network on Migration



